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**To keep mine honor from corruption 
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Legislature of New-York. 


GOVERNORS SPEECH. 


Gentlemen of the senate and of the Assembly, The 
approaching crisis of our national concerns, and 
the arduous and diversified duties of revising the 
whole system of statute law, upon which the peace, 
the happiness, and the destinies of nearly one mil- 
lion of free citizens may depend, give tothe session 
upon which you have just entered, more than or- 
dinary solemnity and interest. It becomes us, there- 
fore, to advance to its cares, with minds untainted 
with party acrimony—unswayed by selfish and in- 
terested motives, and with our aspirations of praise 
and thanksgiving to the great preserver of nations, 
to mingle a humble and devout supplication for his 
guidance and approbation in the accomplishment of 
the task before us. 

In my communication to the representatives of 
the people at their last meeting, I had the honor to 
revert to the then state of our foreign relations, and 
to note the accumulated injuries which had been 
inflicted upon us by the powers of Europe. [shall 
therefore forbear to repeat the disgusting detail, on 
the present occasion. 

Nothing has occurred to alter our relative situa- 
tion with France since the last session of the legis- 
lature. One item of complaint, however, has been 
expunged from the long catalouge of British wrongs, 
whilst fresh aggravations and insults have been sub- 
stituted in its stead. The almost forgotien topic of 
an attack upon the frigate Chesapeake, has been 
lately revived by an unexpected tender of reparation 
—_ has met the acceptance of our national ru- 

ers. 

An affront calculated to excite equal sensibility, 
is to be found in the late assault of the Little Belt 
upon the frigate President, mitigated, to be sure, 
by the consoling reflection, that it Was bravely and 
nobly chastised upon the spot. 

Although accumulated evidence of the actual sus- 
pension of the operation of the obnoxious decrees 
of France, has been submitted to the British cabi- 
net, we are still doomed to witness a persistance in 
her orders in council, of which the edicts of Berlin 
and Milan were the pretended and ostensible basis, 
mn defiance of a solemn stipulation to the contrary; 
and to be the victims of an increased rigor in their 
execution, which has given the decisive and ulti- 
mate blow to our neutral commerce. 

It would be painful to dwell upon eyery item of 
aggression and insult which swell the list of ow 
€rievances. The precise points of difference are 
stated, and luminously discussed in the documents 
which have recently been submitted to congress by 
the national executive. These are so universally 
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produced an union of feeling and sentiment in th® 
nation, seldom before witnessed; ahd it furnishes a 
source of conscious pride and satisfaction in every 
American bosom, to he convinced, that whatever 
may be our local and domestic differences, we shall 
be an united and formidable people, upon all ques- 
tions which involve our national existence and pri- 
vileges, or which affect the vital principles of inde- 
pendence. 

Experience has at length taught us the feeble re- 
liance which is to be reposed on appeals to the vera- 
city, the magnanimity or the justice of monarchs, 
and has dissipated every remaining gleam of hope 
that our neutral rights will be suitably respecied.— 
The consequent unanimity and spirit which inspire 
the nation, and whichhave dictated the late measures 
of congress shew a determination to enforce respect 
for our rights and sovereignty at every hazard. 

It therefore behoves the state of New-York to 
clothe herself in armour, and to stand prepared for 
the approaching contest. The security of her val- 
uable and exposed maratime frontier on the south, 
and the protection of her inhabitants upon the ex- 
tensive borders of the north and west, challenge our 
anxious solicitude and united services. 

The documents now communicated, with others 
which will be laid before you by special message, in 
a few days, will furiish full and accurate ‘informa- 
tion of the nun.ber and equipment of the militia, of 
the extent and distribution of the military stores, 
and of the situation of our fortifications and military 
deposits. 

With respect tothe militia, the most flattering 
improvements in discipline and equipments, have 
been universally exhibited both by the officers and 
privates. The introduction of military schools into 
several of the counties, has contribuied materiaitly 
to excite ambition and a spirit of emulation. We 
may repose unlimited confidence in the patriotism, 
gallantry and efficacy of the militia, whenever. the 
honor and safety of the country shall require their 
services. The organization estabiished by the act 
of 1809,: has been found to be satisfactory and judi- 
cious in most respects. It is, however, essentially 
defective on one or two particulars, It prescribes 
no limitation or guide to the jurisdiction of milita 
courts, nor is there in it any designation or defim- 
tion of what s‘iall constitute military offences, nor 
any rules or regulations for the practice and pro- 
ceedings of those tribunals. The remedies proposed 
for these, and for other omissions and defects which 
practice has discovered, will be specified in a a spe- 
cial report of the adjutant general, which will be 

laid before you previously to the revision of the mi- 
litia laws, 

The revision of our code of laws will furnish vou 





and well understood, and the merited confidence, in 
the wise and patriotic managers of our national con- 
cerns has been so thoroughly confirmed, as to have 
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with opportunities of making-many beneficiai alu 
‘sions. To devise the.means for the gradual and 
ultimate extermimtion from smiongst us, ofslavery, 
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that reproach of a free people, is a work worthy the 


You will, ina few days, receive the report of 


representatives ofa polished and enlightened nation. the commissioners, who Were appointed to invesii- 

Ailow me here to observe, that the law which: gate the titles of the Onondaga salt lots. Its im. 
authorises the transportation of slaves convicted of}portance will doubtless divect your serious atten. 
offences, is very generally considered impoliiic and ion to the general regulation and permanent use- 


uniust. Impoliiic, because it cherishes induce- 


fulness of that invaluable establishment. Every 


ments in the master, to whom alone those unfortu-| discernable avenue ought to be closed, by which 


nate creatures can look for friendship and protec- 


associations or individuals may monopolize the 


tion, to aggravate, to iempt or to entrap the slave lots, or the salt manufac.ured at the public springs, 
in o an error—io operate upon his ignorance or his If that be permiited, the object coniemplaied by 
fears, io confess a charge, or to withhold from him {the government may b+ defeaied, and the indusiri- 


the means ot employing.counsel tor defence, or of es- 
tablishing 2 reputa ion which is frequently the only 
shield against acriminal allegaiuion. This induce- 

nent will be peculiariv strong, where the slave is 
of that deserip‘ion, the sale of which is prohibiicd; 
for a conviction will enable the master to evade that 
resiriction, and to make a lucrative disposition of 
what might otherwise be a burthen to him. It is 
unjust because transportation is added to the fuli 
senterce which may be pronounced upon others.— 
To inflict less punishment for ihe crimes of those 
who have abways breathed the air of freedom, who 
have been be.x fited by pelished society, and by 
literary, moral and re!igious imstruc‘ion and exam- 
ple, than to the pa-sions and frailties of the poor, 
untutored, unrefined and unfortunate victims o/ 


ous and enterprising citizens of that flourishing 
portion of the state, be essentially and permanenily 
injured. , 

Our treasury, for upwards of twenty years, has 
been consiantly draincd by the discharge of pie- 
‘ended or real demands against confiscated lands, 
The best means of resisting or limiting those de. 
mands, has fiequenily engrossed the earnest aiten- 
tion of the jegislature. The sysiems which it has 
heretofore devised, however, have been more or 
less pairied by speculative management or legal in- 
genuity. Possessions of nearly twenty years, war- 
ranied and confirmed, by public authority, are con- 
stanily disturbed, and our treasury still feels the 
pressure of demands, which the purchasers of those 
claims are constantly heaping upon it. _ It is essen- 


slavery, is a pelpxble inversion of a precept of our!tial to our financial resources, that efleciual bar- 
benevolent Redeemer. The servant “that knew!riers be interposed against those claims. 4) would, 
not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall; perhaps, contribute materially to lessen their 
be beaten with few stripes; for unto whomsoever ; amount in future, were you to meke void, and pun- 
much is given, of him shall be much required.” —_- ish as fraudulent and criminal, speculators upon the 
I: would be an employment equally grateful and | state, all direct or indirect purchasers of them. 
honorable, to endeavor to ameliorate the condition} Much of. the time of the legislature has hereto- 
~ and cultivate the affcc:ions of the natives, who fore been engrossed with the concerns of incerpo- 
dwell within our territory. © These have generally }raied institutions. It is a question worthy of our 
demeaned themselves in a friendly and inoffensive serious meditation, whether corporations, other 
inanner. Although they are amenzble to our laws,'than those of a literary, charitable or religious 
thev are yet disqualified from: pursuing the ordina-' kind, have not already been multipiied to a danger- 
ry means of redress, for Injuries committed upon! ous and alarming extent, particularily those of them 
their persons or their property. It is not to be dis-} whith are endowed with the power of conduciing 
guuscd that worthless and unprincipled white per-;monied operations. 
sons, availing themselves ef the ignorance of the} It has already been announced, that petitions for 
indians, and of their horror at becoming the cb-|new banks, to che amount of cighieen and an half 
jects of priishment, by laws which they cznnot in-;millions of capital, will be presented during ihe 
terpret or comprehend, wantonly and boldly vio-!present session. Ik will appear by a report on your 
Jate thier individual possessions. and national do-! files of February last, and by an inspection of the 
jain. - Such persons are generaily of transitory {laws passed since that, that our exisuing bunk cari- 
residertce, and ure amongst the most depraved mem-|tal, inchiding the stock to be subscribed by the 
bers of community, who, besides the violation of! state, amounts to nearly thirteen millions of dollars. 
the individual and national rights of the Indians,/The debts which may now be legaliy contracied 
corrupt and debase their propensities and ha-’upon that capitals are thirty nine millions; and if 
bits. - These intruders bid defiance to the ordinary !eigh‘een millions and an half of additional capital 
remedy by ejectment, the issue of which they can {should be granted, the banks of this state alone will 








proiract for two or three vears, and if they cannot, 
in the mean time, avail themselves of the contin- 
gency of ihe purchase, by the state, or of special 
legislative interposiion im their behalf, they escape 
betore a final process overtakes them, and leave 
the state or the Indians encumbered with the. ex- 
pense of the proceedings. Of repeaied and earnest 
eppeals for the redress :of these grievances, a wise 
and prudent legislature cannot-be regardiess. As 
no right to the possession or title of Indian lands 
can be acquired from them by an individual, and as, 
therefore. no lege] or y:lid detence can‘ possibly 
be made in a.suit at law, it is submitted whether 
a power to expel, in a similar way, iniruders upon’ 
Indign. terriory; orupon public lands, where ne 
pre-emptive right is reserved, ought not to be vest-, 
ed somewhere, to be exerciséd under suitable re- 
strictions, and whether such intrtders ought no: 
t» be deemed public ofienders, and be dealt wiih 


then be en:xbled to contract debts, or in other words, 


to issue their paper to the enormous sum of ninety 
four millions of dollars, a sum at least sixteen times 
grea‘er than the whole specie capital of the staic. 
A fiilure to discharge stich a debi, will produce 
universal bankruptcy and ruin. 

The fearful prospect presented to my imagination 
by the preceding facts, and by the infatuation which 
has hitherto ectasionally prevailed, with respect to 
barks, demand of me, as a sacred, official duty, to 
submit-to your consideration afew remarks upon 
that subject. 

. The intrigue and hollow pretences, which are 
frequently practised ‘to draw .the legislature into 
the views of xpplicants, by exciting expeciations 
that particular local benefits will flow from the grant 
of the charter solicited; or that particular classes 
of citizens, or politicians, will be peculiarly grat! 
fed by it, ought not to impose upon us at this lee 
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day; for we know, that expe¢tauions, excited by 
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sueh representations, have too often vanished in a 
subsequent, selfish, speculating and demoralizing, 
distribution of the stock. Neither ought we to be 
unmindful, that not unfrequently, the prominent 
men who seek the incorporation of new banks, are 
the very same who have deeply participated in the 
original wae of most of the previously established 
banks. Having-disposed of that stock at a lucra- 
tive advance, and their avidity being sharpened by 
repeated gratification, they become ‘more importt- 
nate and vehement in every fresh attempt to-obtain 
an opportunity of renewing their speculations. It 
is also worthy of preliminary notice, that the appa- 
rent unanimity in favor of a measure which often 
surrounds this capital, when the legislature are 
beset with bank applications, is no real indication 
of the sentiments of the community at large. 

One prominent objection, which meets us at the 
threshold of an examination of this subject is, that 
the vaults of banks are the reservoirs mto which 
the specie is collected, and where larger quantities 
of it are at all times accessible by those who may 
wish to send it out of the country, than would be 
the case were the specie left diffused, instead of the 
paper. 

Bank stock is generally owned by the speculat- 
ing, the wealthy, and the aspiring part of society. 
An amount of their personal property, equal to 
that vested in stock, is withdrawn from other ap- 

lications and appropriations of it, which would 
probably be more beneficial to the agricultural, 
manufacturing and labouring interests. Hence arises 
the difficulty experienced by enterprising farmers, 
manufacturers and mechanics, to raise money at 
lawful interest upon the best security; and hence 
ii follows that the necessity of iemporary pecuniary 


reliet, frequently drives them into the embraces of 


unprincipled, avaricious usurers, who fertilize up- 
on the wants and distresses of the needy and un- 
fortunate. 

The influence or the wealth amassed and concen- 
trated in bank stock, wielded under the dérection 
of a few persons not accountable or responsible to 
the community for their conduct, nor restramed 
by anv official oath, may be devoted to a sway over 
individual passions, sentiments and exertions, 
alarming in a representative government. A dili- 
gent observer will have already perceived one pal- 
pibie operation of this influence on public senu- 
ment, in the fashionable, erroneous opinion, which 
prevails, that there is greater sanctity in corporate, 
than in individual property and rights, and that the 
one is less amenable than the other to govermental 
control, and less subservient to any parainount pub- 
he good. 

‘The multiplication of banks increases the facility 
of counterfeiters to make depredations on society, 
and their operations are almost exciusivelv prejudi- 
cil to the less wealthy part of the community, 
‘vhose business does not familiarise them with the 
rreat variety of paper money which is put afloat. 
The last mentioned part. of society are generaily 
the most moral, upright and useful members thereof, 
and are the main dependence of government in 
times of danger and of war. Of them, therefore, 
the legislature ought to be the pe@uliar guardians 
A recent detection of immense quantities .of false 
bills, creates serious apprchension that the amount 
eo: iorged paper already eaitted, bears a great pro- 
portion to the quaniity of genuine paper in circu- 
lation; andit so how will the country be deluged 
with the former, if the facilities for putting it off be 
mMiutiplieds ‘ 
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One of the baleful consequences of banks, is the 


‘acility with which credit may be ebtained by cer. 


iain descriptions of persons in-and near cities. 


and villages through the medium of a responsible: 


endorser. The ficiitious capital thus acquired bya 
raan, inspires confidence in all descrip.ions of deul- 
ers and mechenics, who consequently’ trust him.— 
Whenever adversi:'y overtukes him, the. property 


on hand is immediniely transferred to the endorser _ 


co secure the bank demand... ‘This course is dic- 
taied by a sense of gra‘itude to the endorser, and. 
by a desire to propitiate the good will and future 
patronage of the bank: and thus it happens, that 
while the bank obtains full payment, more humble 
creditors, who have trusted the imsolvent.in conse- 
quence of imposing appearances, with which tliat 
very bank invested him, iose the utmost fart!:ing of 
their dues. Hence, and not from the defect of the 
insolvent law, as is generally imagined, proceeds th 
universal complaint, that the estates of insolvents 
vield no dividends te ordinary creditors. 

The wound which the morals and reputation of 
neighboring states have experienced from. a too 
great indulgence of the bank mania, and the pre- 
sent depreciated credit of bank currency there and 
in England, furnishes a lesson of vast importunce 
to patriotic and upright statesmen. The paper of 
the late bank of the United States had an unbound- 
ed credit and circulation. At its first creation, 
there were few rival institutions in the great mer- 
cantile cities, where its branches were established, 
and it therefore enjoyed the deposits and business 
oi the first houses and characters in the union. It 
was also patronised by the exclusive deposits of the 
general government io the amount of near twenty 
miliions annually, which added greatly to its abili: 
for accommodation; and if that bank with rl 
unpreceden‘ed advantages, can_neiiher make a di- 
vidend for the present year, nor redeem ihe origis 
nal stock at par afier payment of its debzs, which 


}is evident from the price of its stock, what would 


be the fate of many of our present banks, were 
their affairs brougit to a close? And they will 
assuredly be brought to a close whenever a mate- 
rial shock shall be given to the credit and circula- 
tion of their paper. The then disastrous conse- 
quences are incalculable, consequences whic! will 
not be confined to cities and villages, but wiil per- 
vade in a more eminent degree the agriculcural 
paris of the state. 


To iacilitute commercial operations is the osten. . 


sible pretext for soliciting bank charters, and is ihe 
oniy jiistification for granting them. 
moment commerce is almost annililaced, and there- 
fore there exisis now no necessity, ostensible or 
real, for the multiplication of banks. 

There is one other consideration of emphatical 
influence xt the present period. It it well known 
that stock is generally considered an unfit subject 
of taxation, and im fact, is not included in the taxa- 
ble fund, nor does ii contribute to discharge the 
public burdens, nor is it liable to disivess, or to 
seizure or sale upon execution. To increase, there- 
fore, the amount of that untangibile kiad of proper y 


at this moment of apprehended war, would be jusily _ 


considered a partial exemp.ion from contribution 


towards the public burdens of so many mil‘ious of . 


the personal property of the rich. Win what 
indignauion would the yconunry, the great body of 
our constituents receive the intellizence of inea- 
sures directly caleulaied to increase their burhens, 
by a partial mduigence to the properw of the viel? 

Finally, we must be ieelingly slive to every thing 


But at this ; 
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which has.a tendency to impzir confidence in the 
public functionaries. If the interests and the sen- 
timents of the great mass of our constituents are 
opposed to the further incorporation of the banking 
associations: If their institution will greatly facil- 
tate forgers in passing false bills: If the suspension 
of commerce iakes away the only plausible and 
Pational pretext for countenancing them: If the 
wisdom taught us by the experience of neighboring 
states, of foreign countries, and by the supposed 
si‘uation of the late United States Bank, confirm 
and proclaim the danger to be anticipated from 
assen‘ing to the increase of the number and capital 
of banks: If'they contribute to drain the country of 
specie, and discourage agriculture and manufac- 
tures, by withdrawing from other uses and appro- 
pria‘ions more benefic:al to them, the money of the 
affluent: If they have an influence which enzbles 
them to obtain the whole property of insolvent 
debtors, to the injury of other creditors: If their 
tendency be to the subversion of our government, 
by vesiing in the hands of the wealthy and aristo- 
cratic class, powerful engines to corrupt and sub- 
due republican notions: If the augmentation of 
bank capital, causes an equivalent curtailment of 
the taxable fund, and will thereby relieve the 
wealthy stockholders from their equal share of 
contribution to the public service, and propor*ion- 
ably enhance the tax on the hard earnings of the 
farmer, manuf:ciurer, mechanic and labourer: If 
the wisdom and example of the national govern- 
ment be worthy of respect or imitation: And ii 
we still persevere in muliplying banks, will there 
not be danger of infusing into the public mind a 
suspicion, either that we yield too pliznily to the 
munagement and pressure of external combinations, 
or that the unhallowed shrine of cupidity has its 
adurers within the very sanctuary of legislation — 
$::ch a suspicion will be the prelude to the down- 
fail of republican government, for it is erecied and 
supported upon the affections of the people at large, 
and upon their faith in the inviolable firmness, and 
probity of their public agents, and when once the 
foundation is removed the superstruciure must 
fall of course. Let us, therefore, conscientiously 
endeavour so to dispose of the various bank appli- 
cations with which we are to be assailed, as to pro- 
mote the general welfure, and at the same time, to 
retain and confirm public confidence, not only in 
the wisdom, but also to the unbending independence 
aud unsullied integrity of the legislature. 

A communication from the chancellor of this 
state, relative to certain existing evils in the admi- 
Hhisiration of justice, in the high and important 
tribunal over which he presides, is now presented. 
Your discernment and watchful care over the rights 
of your constituents, and the dignified and respec- 
table source from whence the representation of the 
existence of those evils is derived, will doubtless 
engage your best efforts to devise and apply the 
appropriate remedy. 

The report of the commissioners of the school 
fund, shortly to be laid before you, will attract your 
attention to the diffusion of useful knowledge, and 
the consequent promotion of virtue, and happiness. 

The flourishing state of domestic manufactures, 
and the share which the encouragement and bounty 


municating to the legislature my ideas of corpo. 
real and capital punishments. I shall not, therefore, 
dwell upon that theme now, longer than to repeat 
that I have always’entertained serious doubts of the 
right of society to take away life in any case. That 
such extreme and vindictive punishment is by no 
means indispensable for the preservation of the so- 
cial compact, or for ihe peace and security of socie- 
ty; and that it is offensive and repugnant to those 
sympathetic emotions, those beneficent virtues, 
and that refinement of policy and of reason which 
adorn civilized and free communities. If by inviting 
your reflections once more to this interesting topic, 
I shall be so fortunate as to subserve the cause of 
humanity, by effacing from our revised code that 
vestige of barbarism, it will be to me a source of 
high and durable satisfaction. 

GENTLEMEN.—For the unusual length of this 
address, my only apology is to be found in the great 
variety and importance of the matters which will 
necessarily engross your attention. 

With an acknowledgment of my high sense of 
your patient indulgence, I offer a fervent prayer to 
Him, who directs the passions and talents of man, 
and controuls the destinies of nations, to inspire us 
with unanimity, patriotism and wisdom, in the per- 
formance of the high and responsible duties of our 
respective stations, and to grant that our services 
may redound to the Jasting happiness and welfare 
of the state. DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 


Albany, January 8, 1812. 
= 


Public Sentiment. 


The following is a copy of the resolutions introduced 
in the house of assembly of this state on Thurs- 
duy last, by Samvet PennineTon, Esq. appre- 











+ welfare. 


batory of the proceedings of the general govern- 
ment, and tendering their aid and support in 
such measures as shail be adopted for the general 
[ New-Ark Centinel. 


LEGISLATURE OF NEW-~JERSEY. 


HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, JAN. 11, 1812. 


Whereas, in cases of great national concern, 
involving in their consequences the interests, the 
rights and the welfare as well of the future as of the 
present generation; it cannot fail to be useful and 
acceptable to those entrusted with the national go- 
vernment to be made acquainted with the deliberate 
opinion of every portion of the union: The mem- 
bers of the legislature of New-Jersey at this momen- 
tous crisis in our national concerns, think it a duty 
incumbent on them, publicly to express, as well the 
sense of the legislature, as the known feelings and 
sentiments of the citizens of the state they repre- 
sent. In contemplating the convulsive struggles 
that have within the last twenty years broken up 
the goyernments, overturned the ancient land marks 
and carried disorder and distress into almost every 
quarter of the European world; the citizens of 
New-Jersey have surveyed the destructive pro- 
gress of this war of ambition on the one side and of 
mercantile monopoly on the other, not only as men 
commisserating the sufferings of others, but with a 





view to the consequences on the safety and happi- 


ness -of-America.- The anxious solicitude manifest- 


of the legislature has had in contributing to their |ed by the general government to observe an impar- 
activity and success, and the consequent indepen-| tial neutrality in relation to the belligerent nations, 
dence of the country, prompt to a continuance of; has at all times met the decided approbation of the 
every counienance and support compatible with | government and citizens of New-Jersey. 


our resources. 


It was confidently hoped that this line of conduct 


On a former oceasion I had the honor of com-| would have secured to our country the complete 








THE WEEKLY REGISTER—BURR MILL ‘STONES. 413 





Fe ee ar ee 





abservance of the acknowledged laws of civilized 
nations, or at least have protected the persons and 
property of our citizens from outrageous violence. 
it was therefore not without emotions of astonish- 
ment and indignation, that they saw the two greater 
belligerent European powers, at one and the same 
time, set at defiance the public law of nations by 
commencing a wanton unprovoked attack upon the 
property and persons of our citizens on the high 
seas. This indignation was increased by the insults 
offered to an enlightened nation in pretexts assigned 
as the causes of this violence. The danger and 
impolicy of waging war against all Europe at once, 
justified the course pursued by the general govern- 
ment, of remonstrance, negociation and commer- 
cial pestrictions. It has now become a subject of 
some consolation that one of the great belligerent 
nations has receded from her hostility, ceased to 
violate our neutral rights, made assurances of fu- 
ture amity and the observance of the laws of na- 
tions, and thereby left America a single antagonist 
to contend with—one against whom she has already 
measured her strength. ~ 

In contemplating the evils inflicted on our coun- 
try by Great Britain, the legislature of New-Jersey 
disclaim bringing into the calculation the injuries 
suffered by the revolutionary war, these having been 
magnanimously buried in the treaty of 1783. Nor do 
they take into account the alledged instigation of the 
savages to hostilities on our frontier settlements, the 
facts not being officially ascertained and declared; 
they leave out also the insult to the American flag 
inthe attack on the Chesapeake frigate, that having 
been amicably adjusted; nor would they at this 
time think proper to complain of the refusal of 
Great B:itain to accede to the desires of the civiliz- 
ed world, ef ameliorating the evils of war, by adopt- 
ing as a rule, that free ships make free goods. Even 
if the contreversy between the two countries arose 
solely out of the interruption to our carrying trade, 
although they consider the trade founded on a per- 
fect indisputable right which ought never to be 
yielded by treaty, yet policy might suggest the pro- 
priety of sleeping over the injuries arising from the 
deprivation of the exercise of this right for a time. 

But the two followimg causes of complaint on 
which America and Great Britain are at issue, are 
ot so unquestionable a nature as to leave no doubi 
or hesitation on the mind: First, the abominable 
practice of impressing native American seamen, 
while in the pursuit of a lawful commerce, forcing 
them on board their ships of war, and compelling 
them under the lash to fight against nations with 
whom we ure at peace, and even against their own 
country. 

Second. The depredations committed on the le. 
giiimate commerce of America, it being now openiy 
avowed by the British government, that an Ameri- 
can built ship, owned by the citizens of the United 
States, navigated by native American sezmen, laden 
with goods the growth or manufacture of the United 
States, not contraband of war, bound to a belliger- 
ent port, which is neither invested nor blockaded, 
is subject by the orders gt the British government 
to seizure and condeinnation, both ship and cargo; 
the ruin of individuals aud the destruction of com- 
merce, evidence the rigid execution of these orders. 

This flagitiaus conduct of the rulers of Gieai 
Briain, needs no comment; it is too notorious to be 
denicd, too palpabie to be susceptibie of explanauion, 
and too attrocious ior pailiation orexcuse. The an- 








SWers to the reasonuble retnonstrances of our go-' 


Verameoat have only added insulis vo kijurics, by | places; und we bave no doubt that mu le proper 


assuming positions, at variance with reason, justice 
and the public law, in consequence of which further 
negociation becomes idle and vain: it only remains 
for the constituted authorities of the union to guide 
the destinies of a numerous, brave and powerful 
nation, by marking out its future course. That in 
doing this they mayrely with confidence on the sup- 
port of New-Jersey— ey 

Be it resolved by the legislative council and general 
assembly of the state of New-Jersey, That at this im- 
portant crisis in our national concerns, the govern- 
ment of New-Jersey entertain a full and perfect 
confidence in the wisdom and integrity of the pre- 
sident, the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America—and hereby most 
solemnly assure the national government, that 
New-Jersey will readily accord im any measuics 
which it may, in its wisdom, think proper to adopt 


for the redress of national wrongs. Thut they cor-. 


dially approve the recommendation of the president 
of the-United States to both houses of congress, ad- 
monishing them to put the nation in armor. That 
in case the government of the United States shull 
eventually determine to resist by force the lawless 
aggressions committed by the British narion on the 
persons and property of our citizens, this legisla- 
ture, in behalf of themselves and the citizens of 
New-Jersey, whose representatives they are, pledge 
themselves to the nation to render to the geneyal 
government all the aid, assistance and support in 
their power, and will with readiness, periorm ail 
the duties required of them in the prosecution of 
a war undertaken for the common defence and gen- 
eral welfare. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be 
requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing to the 
president of the United States, with a request that 
he would be pleaséd to communicate a copy to each 
branch of the legislature. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be 
also requested to transmit a copy to each of our 
senators and representatives in congress. 


Burr Mill Stones. 


Some months ago, I. had the pleasure to announce 
to the public, through the Baltimore Evening 
Post, the discovery of a quarry of stones in the 
state of Georgia, which it was believed, would 
answer all the purposes of the French Burrs; in 
that publication it was stated they were under 
trial at the famous Brandywine mills, &c. Ehave 
now the pleasure to cammunicate the result of 
that trial to the numerous readers of the WkruLr 

xGIsreR, and to congratulate them on the dis- 
covery of so great a desideratum. 

To those that are personally acquainted with the 
gentlemen who sign the annexed article, (from 
the American Wutchman_) any thing J could say 
of their prudence and circumspection, or of their 
capability of judging in this matter, might weil 
be deemed superfluous. But to those who do 
not know them, I feel a pleasure to declare, that 
the most implicit confidence may be piaced in all 
they assert. [Ep. 

Ii is now some months since we took the liberty 
to request the public to suspend their op:nion orice 
Georgia Burr Stones, until un opportunity had beea 
offered by experience to test thur value. We now 
hve four p.ur of mill stones, mude trom the Geor- 
sia Burrs, ia the milis We work, and y-ve suppiied 
iour other pairs to diiferen: miders at his and ower 
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care is taken iti selecting them at the quarries and [be what they may, whether their submission to the 


“~ 


and strengihened. 


in making them up, they will be found adequate to 
all the wants of the country. The quarries are said 
to be very extensive. ‘One only objecticn can be 
made to them—that they are too soft; but if taken 
out of the earth and exposed to the air as the French 
Burr’s are, we believe they will be ‘ound in no re- 
spect inferior to them, and in some circumstances 
they are much supeyior to the French. 
' . Wa. POOLE, & Co. 
Brandywine Mills. 








History 
Of the Invasion of Spain by Bonaparte. 
ABRIDGED FROM THE MOST AUTHENTIC SOURCES. 
CHAPTER VIIL 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 328.) 


- While the pessantry of Spain were thus manfully 
struggling for thir liberties, the grandees were ac:- 
ing a very Ciffe ent part in Bayonne. This city 
once belonged io England, and was, for a considera- 
bie time, the residence of her favorite hero, Edward 
the bleck prince. It is remarkable that he there 
received the visit of Pedro, the exiled king of Cas- 
tile, who requested his assistance in the re-conquest 
of his Kingdom: and from that place the English 
force marched which did restore him to his throne. 
Ti was now the residence of Joseph Bonaparte. 


Here he received a deputation of the grandees of 


Spain, with the duke del Infintado at their head, 
whe expressed their lively joy at presenting them- 
séives betore his roy) person. Tis presence, they 
said, wus necessary to the re-estsblishment of their 
country. ‘The grandees h:d at all times distinguished 
themselves by their fidelity tow: . 1s their sovereigns, 
and, that fidelity he would now experience fiom 
them, He enswered by assuring them of his espe- 
cial protection, and deéciared that it Was his inten- 
tion”:o rule only by virtue of the laws.’ Deputations 
from thé different councils, and from the army, 
were ready also with they homage and'their flattery. 
The -sevene brother cf the great Napoleon, they 
told him, deserved to be his choice on this im- 
portent occasion; for he united in his person the 
sublime qualities by which thronés are supported 
“Your majesty,” said these 
sycophan*s, ‘constitute s part of the family destined 
by Providence to gevern. The fiime of your deeds 
has stve.ched itself over the’ Pyrenees and spread 
Hseif ove: ali Spain.” Cne thing which passed at 
this audience is especially worthy of notice; Joseph 
said to the deputies of the inquisition, that other 
countrics allowed of different forms of réligion, but 
he cons. dered it as the felicity of Spain that she 


had but one and that the true one. 


A nauonal assembly hed been convened at Bay- 
onne, to do homage to Joseph, and receive from 
him a néw constiuiticn. Of 150 summoned, not 
more than ninety attended. Don~-Miguel Joseph: 
de Aranzz, the pre ident of the body, pronounced 
an empty declamation—in which he congratulated 
the venerable meeting on the pleasing and honora- 
ble task: in Which they were engaged, and_exuorted 
them to offer their individual benefi:s on the altar of 
their couniry, in order io raise a simple and great 
monument, in place of the gothic and totiering 
structure of thei former government. 

Por *.c feelings of some of this convention, irony 
and -4rea-.p could not have employed language of 
Keencr reproach. Let the motives of their conduct 


intruder have been affected or sincere, the whole 
weight of their sanction was given to his authority, 
and the nation at large is the more ‘to be admired 
for its general insurrection: because these men to 
whom it had been accustomed to look up as the 
most enlightened and patriotic of its chief}—had 
apparently sold themselves to Joseph Bonaparte. 
An address was voted to Joseph. It was in the 
basest strain of adulation. ‘They spoke of the reso- 
luiion which he had announced of governing only 


| ‘or the happiness of Spain, as “a resolution worthy 


the monarch, whose fame was spread over the unt- 
verse, as a model of gentleness and virtue—who 
constituted the delight of the people whom he go- 
verned, and whom he left in tears, because he went 
to bear away his virtues in another land.” At the 
third sitting (June 20) the constitutional statute for 
Spain was presented by order of Napoleon Bona- 
parte, who is ambitious of the fame of a legislator 
as wellas that of a conqueror. On the seventh, the 
ecremony of accepting this constitution was per- 
formed, at which anothe¥ speech was addressed to 
Joseph. A few days heforé this mockery took place, 
he’ had ubdicated the crown of Naples. “Provi- 
dence,” said he in the proclamation which he ad- 
dressed to the Neapolitans, “Providence whose 
designs are inscrutable, having called us to ihe 
throne of Spain and the Indies, we have found our- 
selves in the cruel predicament of withdrawing cur- 
selves from a people who had so many claims to our 
att-chment, and whose happmess was our most 
gratifving hope, the only ebject of our ambition.” 

With that impious hypocrisy which belongs to 
kings, he appealed to the seercher of all hearts, to 
witness how reluctantly he left them, for the pur- 
pose of accepting another kingdom. But to insure 
their future comfort, he presented them anew con- 
stiiution of the latest fashion, which N«poleon ap- 
proved and guaran‘ced. Some wecks clapsed betore 
the people ot Naples were infoistcd of ihe name of 
the prince, to whom the emperor had committed 
the charge of 1endering them happy. Murat at 
length, (July 26) who was now recalied fiom the 
scene of his procripiions to Bayonne, announced 
to them that the crown bad been ecded to him by 
his brother-in-law, coniormably to the decrees of 
Divine Providence; that he had assumed the title 
of Joachim Napolecn, by the grace of God, and the 
constitution of the state, king of the two Siciiies, 
and grand Admiral of the empire, and that he should 
appear in the midst of them with the queen Caro- 
iine, his august spouse, and the prince royal, Aclil- 
les Napoleon. Such, however, was his fear of his 
new subjects, that one of the first measures of his 
reign was to revive a law prohibiting the manu- 
facture of arms without permission from govern- 
meni, and to passa decree compelling gunmakcrs 
io register the neme oi every man who bought a 
musket, and forbidding any person to carry aims 
without an especial license. 

Joseph, with a suite of about one hundred carriagcs, 
eniered Spain by Tran (9th July) two days after he 
had received homage irom the junta at Bayonne. 
When he reached Bergama, a deputation sent from 
St. Andero, while the French were m_ possession 
of that piace, sppeared to solicit lis forgiveness 
and ratity the submission of their townsmen, a few 
hours only before those townsmen reecvered their 
liberty. Deputations also from Guipuscoa ard 
Alava were ready with their compulsory homage. 
At Vittoria he was proclaimed; ail the troops were 





under arms when he entered that city, and the 
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inhabitants were compelled to receive him with thef not in Portugal, was fain to fail back himself, and 
forms of rejoicing. On the evening of the 20th he} provide for his own safety; and Blake, whom the 
reached Madrid, all the troops being under arms, | defeat at Rio Leon seemed only to have rendered 
a necessary partof the parade. He had previously | more formidable by displaying his talents, and ob- 
been crowned kg in the city of St. Sebastian, on] taining that reputation which he merited, was ready 
the ninth inst. Instead of the rejoicings usual on} with the Gallician army to co-operate for deliver- 
such occasions, the most sullen silénce prevailed | ance of the capital, and might not improbably cut 
during the coronation. The general reception he | off the retreat of the French court unless it were 
met with, is detailed in the following letter, dated speedily effected. The French force at Madiid 
from that city July 11. “Last Saturday, at half} would perhaps have been sufficient.to have defeated 
past one in the afternoon, arrived here a person of] all these hasty levees had the contest been with these 
the name of Joseph, and found a city deserted by|only; but the inhabiiants of the metropolis were 


gine tenths of its mhabitants, who fled before his ready to rise upon them at the first favorable occa- 


arrival to shun his sight. There was not a single|sion, and take vengeance for their murdered bre- 
individual who returned the bows he made in his] thren. On ‘he 29th July, says the Oviedo Gazeite of 
coach, and no shouts were heard but those of a} 2d August, it was reported that Joseph Bonaparte 
woman in the market place, who, on his passing by,} Was marching, and that all the troops in the city 
exclaimed, long live Ferdinand VIL” This entry| were following him. He intended to sfart in the 
resembled the funeral of a poor deceased in the} dusk on the 30th. The carriages were, harnessed 
hospital. A certain Urquijo complained of this! and repaired to the court of the palace, but the 
conduct, but no attention was paid to his com-|coach-men and mule drivers, and most ot the at- 
plaints. The constituted authorities received him} tendants of the private currjages, had disappeared. 
with the respect which is due to a foreign prince, | He was therefore obliged to wait until the following 
and told the Urguijo, that they could not controul| day, when he departed on horseback, being unable 
the sentiments of the people. On the 10th he was! to put the carriages in motion. Before he went he 
again proclaimed at Vittoria, and under circum-) took all the horses, mules and harness from the sta- 
stances not more flattering. Every possible means} bles and sold them for the lowest price. He forced 
were taken, therefore, to prepare the metropolis for| open the public treasury and the bank, putting ibe 
his reception in a more flattering manner, and to! people in the greatest terror, from the apprehension 
keep down the spirit of the people. The publica-! ofa general pillage.. At two in the morning of the 
tion ef news from the provinces was prevented by} Ist Aug. a cannonade was heard, which though at 
the severest measures; and, if any of the patriots’! first was taken for a fatal signal, was in fact but the 
manifestoes found their way to Madrid, to print, | precursor of the brightest and happiest day that 
copy, read or listen to them, was declared and pun-|ever shone upon Madrid. Before the French lett 
ished as high treason. A proclamation was forg-} the city, they seized upon the regalia and the crown 
ed in the bishop of St. Andero’s name, recommend-! jewels, burnt the gun carriages, spiked the cannon, 
ing the people, to receive with gratitude the king} threw two hundred barrels of powder into a paid, 
and the army who were come to regenerate them.—/} and, generally, destroyed all that they could not 
The proclamation of Joseph took place on St.) take with them- When the inhabitants of Madrid 
Jago’s day; the grand standard bearer ard his son,| saw themselves delivered from the horde, they re- 
effected their escape from the capital, and thus} turned thanks to the supreme ruler of events, and 
avoided the degradation of appearing in such a} assumed as a badge the portrait of Ferdinand. 

procession. Nothing indeed could be more strik-| Spain had no sooner risen in aryas against the 
ing than the contrast between this day and that on} Bonapartes, than the attention ef the British gov- 
which Ferdinand made his entrance as King; then,| ernment was directed to the Spanish troops, who, 
the streets swarmed with the population of the) having been marched under false pretences into the 
whole surrounding country; then, all the zeal and; northern parts of Germany, were now stationed in 
authority of the magistrates Were necessary to re-| the Danish Islands. There the emperor thought he 
press the popular enthusiasma:—now, what few de-| had secured them, the court of Denmark being dis- 








monstrations of joy were made was procured by 
authority, the officers going feom door to door to 
call upon the inhabitants. 

Tuc houses were just sufficiently decorated to | 
preserve thein from the military comimission to 
which thcy would otherwise have been exposed.— 
The money which was scatiered among the popu- 
lace, lay in the streets where it fell, for the French 
themselves to gather up; and the theatres which 
were thrown open to the people, were left to be filled 
by Frenelinen. 

Joseph seems to have halted at Vittoria till he 
received iniellgwence of Bessieres’ victory at Rio 





Leco, and to have advanced to Madrid in full con- 


posed to act with subserviency to his.will, partly 
from its attachment to France, and partiy from a 
deep-rooted feeling of hatred towards Great Britain. 
The Paris Journals (Aug. 12) had published that 
these troops had taken the oath of allegiance to 
Joseph with universal enthusiasm. No man who 
knew the Spanish character—no man, indeed, who 
knew any thing of human nature, believed this false- 
heod; on the contrary, when this oath was propos- 
ed, far as tley were from Spain, with no probabi- 
lity, scarcely with the hope of returning to it—ig- 
norant of the spirit which had muanitested itseif 
there, and surrounded by French and Danish troops, 
who were equally hostile to the cause of the patri- 


fidence that the French would be equaily victorious | ots, they planted their colors, fornied a civele round 
in all parts of the Peninsula. The first news which! them, and there swore on their knees 16 be faithiul to 
reached him after his arrival was of the defeat and | their country. The difficult task of opening a com- 
surrender.of Dupont. Sx. Andero had been recu-! munication with their commander, the marquis de la 
vered by the patriots, Moncey had been put to) Romana,* and endeavoring to bring off their troops, 
flight before Valeniia, Lefebvre, after sustaining a | . one 
repulse, w45 in vain attempting to subdue Zara | *The marquis was kept in profound ygenorance of 
TOA3— Meanie (Wo victorious armies, one from) the evens that had taken piace ia his country, and 
Valentia, and one from Andalusia, were advancing! variotis atcempis had been imade on the part of the 
towards Madrid. Bessicres, instead of being able,! Beitish government, to communicate the tidings to 
as he had hoped, to murch to the assistance of Ju-ihim, and to devise means for his es¢ape wiih the 
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was entrusted to rear admiral Keats, one of the 
ablest and most distinguished officers in the British 
service. Fhe main body of these troops were with 
the commander in chief upon the island of Funen, 
some were in Jutland, some in Zealand. A smaller 


body in Langland. It was proposed by the British] 
admiral (Aug. 7) that those in Funen should secure 


themselves in a peninsula on the north side of the 
island, from whence if necessary, they might be 
removed to the small island of Rumsoe. The Danish 
gunboats would be rendered inactive if the Spanish 
general had it in his power, and should think it pro- 
per, to seize on the town and port Nyborg; but this 
measure admiral Keats thought might endanger 
the safety of the troops in Zealand and Jutland, by 
inducing the Danes to act hostilely, when they 
otherwise might be disposed to wink at, or make no 
serious efforts to impede, the quiet removal of the 
Spaniards. There was little hope that any negoci- 
ation for their peaceable departure would be success- 
ful; but immediately after the movement should 
have commenced, a declaration of the unoffending 
object in view, might thus, he thought, be ad- 
vantageous. The troops in Zealand, it was propos- 
ed, should attempt to force their way to the penin- 
sula near Corsoir, where it seemed likely that they 
might be able to defend the isthmus till thev could 
be removed to the neighboring island of Sproe.— 
Those at Frederisca, in Jutland, were to seize ves- 
sels, and endeavor to unite with their countrymen 
at Funon; but if the troops in Langland were strong 
enough to feel themselves in safety, it would be bet- 
ter to land all the others there, from whence they 
could be transported at leisure. 





——— 


troops under his command, without effect. At 
length a Swedish clergyman was found, in whose 
good sense and enterprising disposition, the firmest 
confidence could be placed. This gentleman, dis- 
Wee as-a low and travelling tradesman, went by 

e way of Heligoland, and having overcome many 
obstacles with the utmost patience, prudence and 
fortitude, at length arrived at the place where the 
marquis and his troops were stationed. Having as- 
certained the person of the marquis, he was obliged 
to watch incessantly for an opportunity of address- 
ing him, without exciting the suspicion of the nu- 
merous spies by whom he was surrounded. The 
venerable agent at last was obiiged, as if by acci- 
dent, to jostle the marquis in the strect, in order to 
attract his attention. Having done so, he apologis- 
ed, as ifignorant of the person whom he addressed, 
and concluded with offering to sell him some excel- 
lent coffee. The marquis treated this offer with 
contempt, and signified that he supposed he was 
talking to a smuggler. The minister, however, 
persevered in recommending his coffee, and in the 
course of the egonversation, found means to intimate 
that he was not asmuggler but a gentleman. “We'll 
soon see that,” said the marquis, and then asked 
bim if he cold speak Latin. Theminister answer- 
ed in the affirmative, and aconversation ensued, ap- 

rently about coffee, as the gestures of both were 


calculated to deceive all who might observe them.: 


The marquis was then duly informed of every thing 
that had occurred in-Spain, of the assistance the 
British government had rendered, af their readiness 
to. adopt any measure that might’ be thought prac- 
ticable for effecting the rescue of himself and his 
troops, that they might join their countrymen in 
resisting the French in their attempts to enslave 

St was searcely possible that these various moye- 


ments could be concerted without exciting suspi- 
cion, prepared as the French officers and the Danish 
government were to expect some such attempt, and 
after the manner in which the Spaniards had ex- 
pressed their abhorrence of the usurpation of their 
country. A premature execution of the plan be- 
came necessary, and Romana, accordingly (9th 
August) took possession of Nyborg. Admiral 
Keats had hoisted his flag the preceding day, in the 
Superd, off that town; and as soon as the Spaniards 
entered it, he dispatched a letter to the govern- 
or, informing him, that notwithstanding the state 
of war between England and Denmark, it was his 
wish to abstain from every hostile act, provided no 
opposition was made to the embarkation of the 
Spanish troops. While this was going on, he must 
necessarily co-operate wi.h those troops, and, con- 
sequently, communicate with the town of Nyborg; 
but the strictest orders had been given to all under 
his command to observe the utmost civility towards 
the inhabitants. If, however, the Spaniards were 
opposed, he must, however reluctantly, take mea- 


sures which might occasion the destruction of the 
town. 


—_— 


The Danish garrison had yielded to circum- 
stances: but an armed brig and a cutter which 
Were moored across the harbor, near the town, re- 
jected all the pacific offers, both of the Spanish gen- 
eral and the English admiral, and even all the re- 
monstrances of their own countrymen: such small 
vessels and boats as could be collected were sent 
against them and they were taken. It had been the 
special care of Romana, that no act of hostility 
should be committed by his men, except such as 
were absolutely necéssary to secure their embark- 
ation. Some of them, however, irritated at the 
obstinacy with which the English were opposed, 
fired a few shots at the Danish ships before they 
struck. Admiral Keats now addressed a second let- 
ter to the governor, telling him that as his entrance 
into the harbor had been opposed, it was evident 
that he was bound by no absolute law or usage, 
to respect the property of the inhabitants. The 
Spanish general had occasion for some of the 
small craft in the port: unless the masters and 
crews would assist them in equipping and navi- 
gating them, it might not be in his power to se- 
cure them from injury; if they would, he pledged 
himself, after the short service for which they 
were required should be ended, not only to secure 
them from injury, by every means in his power, 
but also grant them passports to return in safety. 
Accordingly a great part of the artillery, baggage 
and stores, were embarked on board such vessels as 
were in the ports; the troops, amounting to 6000, 
lwere taken on board, and Janded upon Langland; 
and a convention being made between Romana and 
the governor of that island, im which the latter 
agreed to supply the Spaniards with provisions, 
they, on their part, abstaining from hostilities —. 
Above a thousand troops from Jutland effected their 
escape in the manner proposed, and joined their 
countrymen while at sea. Another thousand had 
arrived at Langland, One regiment in Jutland was 
too distant, and too unfavorably situated, to effect 
its escape; and two in Zealand, after having fired 
upon the French general who commanded them, 
and having killed one of his aideseducamp, were 
overpowered and disarmed. Nothing could exceed 
the joy of those who effected their escape—the reg 
iment of Zamora made a march of eightecn Dane 
ish (equal to eighty-two English.) miles in twen- 





ty-one hours. This regiment, which made this 
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surprising exertion for the sake of returning to 
their own country, to maintain its independence, 
was one of those which the French papers describ- 
ed as discovermng the greatest attachment to Jo- 


geph. 
The court of Denmark issued a proclamation on 
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| this o¢casion, expressing its astonishment at what 
it called the treachery of the Spaniards, and 


ing them with having violated the most sacred a 

tiést That court was therefore the first to give 

sanction and support to the usurpation of Seah 
[ro BE CONTINUED. } 








Official Benere, 


Accompanying the Secretary of the Treasury’s annual report. (See page 229.) 
sins From pact 401,) 


Statement of the amount of the public debt on ae) first of April, 1804, and on the first 
of January, 1812. 


Debt on Ist April, 1801. 
Six per cent. and deferred, unredeemed, ° 
Tiree per cent. outstanding, + = - 


Five and a half per cent. - « -« 41,847,500) 


Four and a half per cent. baw 176,000 
Eight per cent. eolnting aa dollars | 
over issuee ) - 6,482,500 112,657,700 863,218 5 


Nuvy six per cent. - - : 
Temporary loans, viz. 
at six per cent. 
at five per cent. 1,400,000 


711,700 


2,040,000% 5,440,000 | | 


Principal. | Faterest. 
ee a rrr 





» 437,887,840 54) 2,273,270 43) 
49,102,477 89) $73,074 33 




















1796 six per cent. ~ - - a 80,000 4,800 
Foreign debt, on first 7 
Jan LAY, 1801, - 10,419,000 } 
Deduci Dr 1 al = < j 
mins paid bate hat 0075006 4 406400 
J :nuary and Ist April, | 
13° M1, - 343,996 
Unfunded debt, consisting of such parts of the fegis- ; 
red debt, and debt due to foreign officers, as have , 
been subsequently paid, : : - 90,092 58 
D-bt, first April, 1801, ‘ 79,893,115 Ol] 4,180,463 96 
Reimbursements from Ist April, I801, to det dan. 1812, Viz: 
On six per cent. and deicrred stocks, 20,820,744 46 1,249,244 67 


Three per cent. including reimburse- 
ment of converted stock and deduct- 
ing converted stock outstanding, 

Eig’ +f five and a half, four and a salf, 

and ni: avy six per cent. stocks and 


2,379,269 44 


(a) 54,418 53 








temporary loans, paid all in full 12,657,700 863,218 50] 
Foreign debt paid in full, - 10,075,004 466,100 
On account of unfunded debt, < 90,092 58 
Total reimbursement, - : 46,022, 810 48 2,632,981 7Q 


Debi on first January, 1812. 
First, old debt, viz: 


aE Sn 





1,024,025 75 











(4)Six per cent and deterred, . - 17,067,096 08 
(c)Three per cent. - 16,157,890 04 

Converted six per cent. 565,318 as 16,723,208 49 AR 

1795 six per cent. * . - 80,000 4.800 | 

ea) wo | . t/a 
Old debt, - - - : 33,870,304 53 1,547,481 §6 
Second, new debt, viz: 
Louisiana six per cent. : - . 11,250,000 675,000 


Total amount of debt, first January, 1812, 


The reimbursement of pr incipal for 1812, will be 


Nominal amount of six per ceut. and deferred stocks, 32 haa 080 14 


at six per cent, < : - 
Of which is \interest, as above, - 





Total amount annually payable on the public debt after 1812, 








. 45,120,304 53 2,022,481 56 











1,569,900 65, thus: 


9,593,996 41] 1,569,900 65 
1,024,025 7 








3,792,382 Qi 
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Sn ; 
Notes to Statement D. d. 
(a) Interest extinguished on 2, 379, 269 34 at three percent. 71,378 08) . a cae , 
Deduct, interest increased, three per cent. on 565,318 41 | Ga 
ae converted six per cent. stock, outstanding, - + .16,959 55 al 
Diminution of interest on three per cent. stock 54,418 53) | ae 
: ma 
(5)Six per cent. saith deferred stocks, 1st Preys 1801. Nominal amount, m4 
exclusive of the sinking fund, - ° - 41,895,310 01 pe 
The previous reimbursements, by the accounts of receipts, and expendi- iL 
tures, amounted to, - . - . - - | 3,976,239 84 
Deduct for an error, as stated in the accounts for the year 1803 - 24,210 31 viii 
029 53 
But of that reimbursement there has been paid on stock transferred to ee a " 
the sinking fund, a sum of “ . “ ° ° . . 4,177 72 on: 
~ Leaving for the reimbursement on the above stated nominal amount, 3,947,851 81 inl 
~ tre 
And making for the unredeemed amount, as per report of April, 1808, 37,947,458 20 3 
The reimbursement paid on 31st March, 1801, was 59,617 66 pe 
id i} oe sti 
Hg i} Unredeemed six per cent. and deferred, on Ist April, 1801, - 37,887,840 54 ra 
a The payments of principal from first April, 1801, to first January, 1812, are to 
i as follow: we: 
a ; I. Annual reimbursements from Ist January, 1801, to Ist Janiiaey: ad 
4 , 1811, per printed accounts of receipts and expenditures, 13,012,741 16 su 
z | A Deduct reimbursement for Ist quarter of 1801, as above, 59,917 66 w 
qe 4) 12,953,123 53 : 
\ ih if Reimbursement of the year 1811, estimated at 1,499,000 
ag 14,452,123 53 ° 
coy II. Paid in for lands and purchased, viz: th 
wh he For lands, unredeemed amount, as stated in the several esti- d 
eae mates marked D, - - - - 61,282. 10 ir 
Ov Deduct, on account of the nominal amount, instead of the ; a 
i'n unredeemed amount, having been inserted in those esti- , te 
Pi, mates, prior to the 30th September, 1805, 4,229 90 
iM | } 57,052 20 ; 
es Purchased in 1806, - - > - 17,517 61 y 
Tp 74,569 81 , 
rane Ill. Exchanged stock, reimbursed in full, . - . 6,294,051 12 C 
fr 20,820,744 46 
ae Unredeemed amount on Ist January, 1811, . . . 18,566,096 0 t 
| ae -Deduct reimbursement of 1811, estimated as per above, at - 1,499,000 ‘ 
i, * 17,067,096 08 
? : (ce) Three per cent. stock on 1st January, 1801, (including Higgins’ stock, , 
Lap 17, 18, stated subsequently in the accounts) per report of April, 1808, 19,093,902 21 
ig ‘Ditto, issued subsequently thereto - 8,575 68 
H ‘ | Total outstanding Ist April 1801 - . 19,102,477 89 
‘ ‘ Reimbursements. 
res Be -¥. Surrendered in exchange for converted stock ° ° 2,861,309 15 
Pa di. Paid in or lands “ - - - - - 83,278 70 
Res q -| 2,944,587 85 
a al Py 
We Outstanding on Ist January, 1812 . . fesscanenl te 04 
an . From the above amount of reimbursements - - 2,944,587 85 
; i] 4 3 Deduct, outstanding converted stock, on Ist January 1812 . 565,318 41 
/ ’ Makes the reimbursement on three per cent. stock (including converted) , 
Bi Ve from Ist April 1801, to 1st January 1812, - . - 2,379,269 44 
it . viz. Difference between three per cent. surr endered and converted stock, 
Mo ie issued under the act of February 11, 1807, . . : 1,001,458 45 
’ . Three per cent. stock paid in for lands . . - 83,278 70 
Jee. ‘Converted do do . 80 
ts Do. do to be reimbursed on the 31st December, 1811, 1,294,452 29 ‘ 
- | 2,379,269 44 
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Financial Views. 


a friend, who is quite out. of humor with Mr. 
Gallatin, and his letter to the Chairman of the com- 
_m:ttee of ways and means, has urged some general 
propositions on finance with a view to their publi- 
cation in the Rreister; accompanied by such re- 
marks and observations as we might believe calcu- 
lated to elucidate his ideas—which we are the 
more inclined to do from their novelty, in one in- 
Ol stance, and apparent plausibility in another. 
Iiz PROPOSES, mt 
Loans.—There shall be two kinds of loans; d- 
rect loans and loans from individuals, or corporate 
bodies, as usual. 
The direct loans are to supply the place of direct 
taxes, and supercede the necessity of some of the 





B1 internal revenues proposed by the secretary of the 
~ treasury. Suppose these loans to amount to 
20 3,500,000 dollars per annum, to be raised from the 


people as their county levies are raised. Let each 
- state be directed by the general government to 
4 raise her proportion of the said amount according 
to her representation, by directing her several levy 
courts, or county commissioners to assess such an 
additional per centum on their usual taxes as will 
supply the quota to be furnished by the county; 
which supply shall be according to population, 
rating the slaves agreeably to the principle laid 
down in the constitution of the United Siates. The 
-money, when collected, to pass from the cownty 
treasuries to the state treasury, and from thence to 
the treasury of the United States; the proper evi- 
dences of the contribution being given, in the first 
instance, by the state treasurers to the county trea- 
surers, and by the treasurer of the United States 
to the state treasurers, upon drawing the money. 

On the supphes thus raised, no interest shall be 
paid at present [if at all}; but on the return of 
peace, or at such period as may be agreed upon, 
ways end means shall be provided to return to the 
siudes every succeeding year, for the reimbursement 
ol the counties, a sum equal (at least) to one half of 
the amount levied in any one year, with the whole 
or some proportionate part of the interest, [if 
thought most expedient] until the principal [with 
simple interest therefor] shall be finally and fully 
paid. On the receipt of their instalments the states 
shall direct che counties to make an aBaTEMENT of 
their usual levy, proportionate to the sum that re- 
verts to thein, and so continue to do until the whole 
war loan is exhausted for county purposes—or, im 
other words, in fact, returned into the pockets of the 
peopile.* 

The organization of this system is exceedingly 
simple; and will be attended with no expense 
Whatsoever, except the usual fer centum allowed for 
collection. 

To pay the interest upon the money thus obtain- 
ed, or cast out a sheet anchor for the exunguishment 
of the debt, suppose that one seventh part of the 
contribution shall be annually invested by the pur- 
chase of evidences of ihe public debt bearing inter- 
est payable semi-annually or annually, and so form 
a SINKING FUND.t It actively employed, it will pro- 
duce the following results: 





* If at the time these instalments are to be repaid, 
any of the counties shali feel themselves in a condi- 
ton to appropriate the money to pudiic works, what 
elegant reads and bridges might be made—what 
useiul public buildings might be erected! 

{ Ifthe theory of this sinking fund is not ap- 


At the end of the first year the amount 
of principal, and ‘interest willbe . $ 530,000 

Add to the fund one seventh of the con- 
tribution - ah ea - - 500,000 





: | : 1,030,000 
The interest ori which for one year, at - 
six percent.is - - - + 61,800 


1,091,800 
- ‘= 500,000 





SECOND YEAR 
Add one seventh, as above 




















| 1,591,800 

Interest - . - - - 95,508 
THIRD YEAR 1,687,308 

Add one seventh o-ere - -.+ $00,000 
2,187,308 

Interest - : - - 130,838 
FOURTH YEAR 2,318,146 

Add one seventh - - - = 500,000 
2,818,146 

Interest ° ° ° ° 169,748 
FIFTH YEAR 3,087,894 


And so on until the expiration of ten years, when 
the amount of the fund will be $7,134,675. 

There may be, and, perhaps, must be, some ob- 

structions to the perfect operation of this plan; but 
it is presumed the purchase of stocks on which the 
interest is payable semi-annually would fully make 
up for any tiine lost, and give a result at least as fa- 
vorable. 
Here, with this system, it is proposed, in part, to 
stop. The war has lasted ten years; peace is re- 
established, and business has assumed its usual 
channels. We have now a large surplus revenue, 
[to be shewn hereafter] and can appropriate 8 or 10 
millions to the payment of the principal of the pub- 
lic debt, after discharging the interest. Let the 
sinking fund attached to the direct loans operate 10 
years longer, by the mere accumulation of interest, 
and it will amount to $12,766,497—of this sum the 
principal invested is only 5 millions in the whole, 
and there remains a balance of $7,766,496 applica- 
ble to the payment of the interest, and a clear pRe- 
rir of $3,266,497 by the operation.+ 

But suppose that on these direct loans no interest 
should be paid during the period of war, and for five 
years afver its conclusion, when a sum shall be an- 
nually refunded equal to one year’s contribution and 
the current year’s interest on the whole sum bor- 
rowed? Would any think the imposition grievous? 
Would not such a sacrifice.(if a sacrifice it can be 
called) be among the least that any man could ex- 
pect to make? Wo wouLp FEEL oR KNOWIT? No 
person could be sensible of it unless he took up 
pen and paper to calculate it; when he would rather 
estimate a profit that might have resulted than a 





do very well without it, and would have $500,000 
a year more for defence than has heen caicula‘ed, 
and the final reimbursement will only be obstrucied 
for six months. But the fund might be useful as 
a market for stocks, and sirengthen the public cre- 
dit by its demauds. 

+ Balence after payment of principal 57,766,497. 
Fifteen years interest (equated time) on 


five millions 4,500,009 


_—-- --— 





broved of, let it be thrown aside altogether—we can 





Prorrr % 3,200,407 
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Wes actually sustained. “Yet this non-receipt of 
interest. as above proposed, would stand in lieu of 
taxes to the amount of Two MILLIONS fer annum 


during the war, (supposed for ten years) which}no part of it are foreign p 


taxes, every man would very often feel and know. 
Loans from individuals to the amount of ten mil- 
lions ‘per annum it is presumed may be easily ob- 
tained. This is Mr. Gallatin’s calculation; and of 
the will or capacity of the people to furnish such a 
supply there can be no question. There is a vast 
monied capital in the United States which such re- 
quisitions would bring into action. The sums 
raised, it is to be remembered, are not lost to the 


people, but immediately revert to them through a| 


thousand different avenues. Indeed, it is the opi- 
nion of many, and an opinion that appears pretty 
well founded, that money would theréby become 
much more plenty (to-use a common saying) than 
it is at thistime. Open war would give a as cir- 
culation to that which in our mongrel peace, every 
man is afraid, or has not the spirit to part with. 

Thus is provided a resource say of thirteen mil- 
lions 2 year—but the secretary, for all his purposes, 
wants about aR millions—there are yet seven 
millions deficient. 

It is admitted that the duties on goods imported 
if doudled, will produce five millions. This is cer- 
tainly the lowest possible estimate that can be 
formed.§ 

The tax upon salt is allowed to be a good tax, in- 
asmuch as it will give a great spur to an important 
domestic manufacture, and can be collec with- 
out any or but little additional expense. This will 
raise says Mr. Gallatin, $400,000. 


Granted that whiskey is, of all possible sub- 
jects that can present itself, the fairest for taxation. 
Had Great Britain such a resource she would levy 
twenty millions a year upon it in addition to all her 
present excises and duties, and the tax would be 
paid. Notwithstanding our immense supply of 
domestic distilled liquors, we have imported ten 
millions of gallons in one year of foreign spirits; 
a dropof which could not sometimes be found by 
a traveller in a whole day’s ride, within fifty miles 
of a seaport; and yet our foreign liquors have cost 





§ It is probable this source of revenue would 
produce at least eight millions. With ali their navy 
the British could not watch the American coast as 
closely as they watch the Atlantic shores of France, 
as it were at their doors; andof our vessels (whe- 
ther on the coast of France, or the high seas, or at 
the mouths of our own harbers_) they do not seize 
more than one of three engaged in the commerce, 
though they are not prepared as they would be if 
open, undissembled, candid war was declared. It 
should be recollected also, that the United States 
can and probably would soon have afloat 1000 or 
1200 of the wickedest and most active privateers that 
ever were on the ocean, and that a vast quantity of 
the richest commerce of Britain passes by our 
coasts. We have the ships and vessels fitted bor the 
service; but, what is more, we have 200,000 sea- 
men and half seamen,” a quantity greater, perhaps, 
than all the world possesses besides, Great Britain 
herself excepted. Does any man suppose that a 
spot of thenavigsble world, from thesea of Kam- 
schatka to the irish channel (between England and 
Treland) will be unvisited by these privateers? Cap- 
tures will be madc upon the coast of England—in 
the sight of her 74’s many will be retaken, but 
some will arrive safe, and the duties on the cargoes 
will run up very fast, being doubled. | 





‘millions of gal 


the people about as much as their whole expt of 
provisions were sold for!) In many parts of th€ inte, 
rior no other than merger are seen—~ahd jin 

uctions in general use, 
| From this it is presumed that the quantity of home. 
made liquors distilled will amount to at least thiry 
lons a year; perhaps to 40 millions, 
Let the duty on foreign spirits be trebled—those on 
the sea-board who choose to drink them will pay tor 
them. Their consumption will be dizninished; but 
this dimunition will give a proportionate vent for 


‘the domestic product; excite the distiliers to im. 


prove the excellency of their article, and afford 
great home market for cur extra qualities of grain, 
&c. Whiskey, which but a few years ago was 
accounted as fit only for the lowest dregs of the 
people, is now to be found on the side-boards of the 
most opulent amongst us; and a duty upon it, ‘(dy 
making it appear more respectable!) would rather 
increase than diminish its consumption. 

It is concluded that at least 30 miilions of ¢allong 
of whiskey, rum, gin or brandy—say whiskey, is 
distilled every year in the United States—the ave. 
rage price of it is 35 cents m the interior—45 in the 
sea-ports—say 40 cents per gallon. Letaduty ie 
laid according to the proofte produce an equation 
of 25 cents per gallon, and iis average price will he 
65 cents. This duty shall be manent. Tke 


| price of the article will yet be low enough in ail 


conscience, The retailers will raise it from three 
cents a gillto four cents; it will only cost a man 
one cent more te get tipsey then than it does now, 
and his heart being warm he will pay it with piea- 
sure!—The only meonvenience that ought to attend 
this tax, is the payment of it, in the first instance, 
by the distillers—but a plan may be devised, 
whereby, on giving the proper securities, they 
may be excused, until a period has expired presum- 
ed sufficient for them to make sales, as is the case 
with goods imported by our merchants. 

This excise, then, will raise $7,500,000 per an- 
num**—deduct one million for expense of collec- 


——— 


{ In 1804 we imported 10,488,696 galions of sp: 
rits, the average duty on which was more than 29 
cents per gallen—we also imported 3,003,312 gal- 
ions of wine, the average duty on which was almost 
32 cents per gallon, producing together are venue 
of $4,059,124 19—of which were re-exported a- 
bout as much as, dy drawback, reduced the net rev- 
enue to three millions andahalf. This, perhaps, is 
more than the average; and we will cail it three 
millions, to aid the suppositions. 

The citizens of the United States living on the 
sea board, or in the immediate neighborhood of 
seaport towns, constituting not one sixth of the whole 
population, have paid at least three fourths of this 
revenue of three millions; and what has been the 
inconvenience or hardship of it? Let a man look at 
it fairly. If the one sixth of the people have pai‘. 
without being the least oppressed, or feeling the 
least inconvenience from the tax, three fourths of 
three millions a year for foreign spirituous liquors, 
ean it be believed that the whole people will be unwil- 
ling, or are unable to pay for all their ardent drinks, 
the small comparative sum of seven millions and 3 
half? The proportion of the tax upon the whole, will 
then be as the tax is at present on the part, as 1 is to 
2—that is, for one cent that the whole of the people 
will have to pay,a part of the people now pay 2 cents. 
** Fruits being perishable, the duty might be 
lower on the spivits produced from them—the de- 








ficiency to be made up by a higher duty on those 
made ot foreign materials. 
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tion and: losses, and we have a clear revenue. of six 
millions a half, and more than five millions 
apove the wants of the secretary of the treasury, 
wyihout oppressing or vexing any part of the com- 
munity, or sending out, swarms of officers, like lo- 
custs, to eat up their substance. Besides, thirteen 
hundred thousand dollars might be raised from the 
ysual sales of public land, and the contemplated tax 
upon retailers, the latter to be collected by the same 
persons who collect the excise upon whiskey. 


Anxvat Supprizs. 

Direct loan, after deducting $ 500,000 ) 

for sinking fund, 3,000;000 
Ovher loans 10,600,000 
Excise on whiskey, rum, gin and brandy, 6,500,000 
Jmpost, including a duty on salt - - 5,400,000 
Sales of land 600,000 
Licenses to retailers - + - + + - 700,000 


$ 26,200,000 

Suppose the war to last ten — though no man 
believes it will last more than from two to five years, 
if carried on with vigor, and we shall have borrowed 
By direct loans - « - + * - = $ 35,000,000 








Qther loans - - = - + + + + 100,000,000 
Add the present debt, say - - 40,000,000 
Andowe - + - + + + $ 175,000,000 


But during the whole of the war we have a sur- 
pjus of revenue beyond the apparent wants of the 
secretary of six millions each year, and, from our 
sinking fund, have.in the treasury, at the end of 20 
years, nearly thirteen millions of dollars. So that 
the whole real amount of debt cannot be assum- 
ed at more than about 130 millions, the interest 
on which, supposing one half of it to be raised at 
$ per cent. willbe per annum ¥ 6,100,000 
The ordinary expenses of a “‘peace es- 


tablishment,” will be less than - - 5,500,000 





Expense of government and interest $ 11,600,000 
The ordinary imposts will raise in a 
atime of prosperity - - - - $% 15,000,000 
Excise on whiskey, which shall 
be permanent protected by high 
duties on foreign liquors 





6,500,000 





Salesofland - - - + + + = = 600,000 
Many small items - - - - + - 400,000 
Whole revenue - - - - § 22,500,000 


Asum must certainly within the meane of the 
people—and which will leave almost 11 millions a 
year applicable to the reduction of the national debt, 
and effect its wholé redemption in from.10 to 12 
years. 

It may be urged by the fastidious, that congress 
have no constitutional right to compel the states to 
make these “direct loans” and that some will not 
comply with this requisition. It can hardly be be- 
lieved that any would refuse; but to guard against 
it, let it be called a tax and its reimbursement a do- 
nation. The first may be coerced and the latter will 
not be rejected! The fact will be the same, except 
the state refusing will lose so much money as the 
exnense to be incurred by appointingextra commis- 
sioners, assessors, collectors, &c. The matter May 
be so arranged that igterest shall lead all heartily 
into 1t. The revenué to be derived from whiskey, 
ata first view may be considered extravagant—but 
We have actually paid more (per cailon_) on foreign 
Spirits, and can as easily pay iton the domestic ar- 
ticle. The estimate of the quantity distilled. is be- 
low the real amount. 
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ir weaned — 
With. such prospects. is.it.not sinful to “ ; 

‘of the republic?” jeg resources are ee 
Hercules in the cradle—let the serpents of despo 


like the infant 
tism attack us, and,our a dae he be manifest. 
: ith the same po- 


/There is no country under heayen 

pulation, that has so much general, wealth; and like 

wget a lata wp hy Fog . Lng 
guarantee the whole, if a guarantee 1s necessary 

there is a public property in Lap (not in. figures oF 


and vigorous. And 





/ )—but firm. substantial soil, worth, 


(and will ultimately produce,) from six to seven hur- 
dred millions of dollars. Our population is doubling 
itself in every 25 years, and the wealth of the coun- 
try is trebled in the same period. Zabor begins to 


be employed in all parts of the country to the best 

advantage. The states are full of machinery—and 

the ingenuity and enterprize of our people are second 

to. none under the canopy of the sky. Let con- 
GRESS, WHICH SHOULD BE THE. FOUNTAIN. OF 

WISDOM AND ENERGY, PUT THEIR TRUST IN THAT 

PROVIDENCE WHICH NEVER DESERTS A. GOOD 

CAUSE; RISE UP. IX THE MAJESTY OF THE PEOPLE 

WHO HAVE GIVEN THEM THE LEAD, AND FEAR 
NO DANGER. War, by this means, may be avoided; 

if it must come, we shall be prepared to meet it as 

we ought. The resources of the country are adequate 
to its wants, and he who doubts should be suspect- 
ed. It is time to act or at least to leave off talking. 

As the last section of this monition is only in our 

power, we obey it by concluding this very long ar- 
ticle; under a hope that if it does no good to. the 
nation, it may furnish a little amusement to some. 
individuals composing it, 

——— 
The British Minister. 

It has been doubted, by several. great men, whe- 
th-r language contributed more to the advancement 
or hindrance of human knowledge, and an eminent 
scholar of the last century has said that the English 
language, of all others, possessed the test num- 
ber of defects. When we consider the variety of 
interpretation which may be given to the same 
phrases; the contradictory constructions of the 
same words; and the easy transposition of senten- 
ces to suit the particular. views of the writer or 
reader, we are inclined. to give a ready assent to the 
correctness of the opinion. 

Diplomatic. writers who should, of all others, 
seek to be the most perspicuous, so far from endea- 
voring to attain so desirable an object, even boast 
of the ingenuity with which they can cast a shade 
of obscurity over every line they pen. Explana- 
tions are ready for every emergency, and a negocia- 
tion, which might be concluded in a couple of days, 
is thus. kept up, always to the dishonour of one or 
other of the parties, for as many years. Mr. Foster 
whose meaning, if we believe himself, has not been 
understood on any essential point of his correspon- 
dence, has lately complained, in a whining strain of 
puerility, to the secretary of state, “that the import 
of his scent letters anticipating we presume the 
same fate to the present) has been misunderstood in 
two, important circumstances.”* We shall. not stop 
toask Mr. Faster why the discovery of this import- 
ant misunderstanding was not made sooner;— 
perhaps he knew the moment for explanation: 
but we shall proceed to inquire whether it were 
possible that the import of his letters in these “two 
important circumstances” could be understood in 
any other sense than that given to them by the se- 
cretary of state. The imfort which he denies to 


= cous. _ 








* See Weekly Register, p. 377. 
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be conveyed by his words is, on the first point, that 
he had demanded that the United States’ govern- 
ment “should pass a law for the introduction of 
British goods into the American ports,” and on the 
second point, “that the United States should un- 
dertuke to force France to receive into her harbors, 
British manufactures. & beg permission, sir, (says 
Mr. Foster) to declare that neither of these demands 
have [has] been made by me, and that my meaning 
must not have been understood, if such was con- 
ceived to have been its import.” With respect to 
the first point, unless Mr. Foster is sonice a logi- 
cian as to draw a line of distinction between the 
pessing a law for the introduction of British goods, 
and the repeal of a law already in operation, to pro- 
hibit it, we are really at a loss to conceive upon what 
oiher ground he has declared that he made no such 
demand. Inhis letter to the secretary of siate of 
the 3d July, 1811,¢ we find the following passage, 
“J am instruciéd by my government zo urge to that 
of the United States, the injustice of thus enforcing 
that act (the non-importation) against his majesty’s 
dominions, and J cannot but hope that a spirit of 
justice will induce the United States to reconsider 
the line of conduct they have pursued, and at Jeast 
to re-establish their former state of strict neutrality.” 
—Again, in his letter of July 14th,+ “Allow me 
then, sir, to repeat my request to learn from you, 
whether I may not convey to his royal highness 
what I know would be most grateful to his royal 
highness’ feelings, namely, the hope that he may be 
enabied by the speedy return of America from her 
uifriendly altitude (the cperation of the non-impor- 
tation act) towards Great Britain, to forget alto- 
gether (generous soul!) that he ever was obliged to 
have any other object in view besides that of endeay- 
oring to promote the best understanding possible be- 
tween the two countries.” Again, July 26th,§ “From 
every consideration which equity, good pol-cy or 
inievest can suggest, there appears to be such a call| 
upon America to give up this system (the non-impor- | 
tation) which favors France to the injury of Great 
Britain, that J cannot, however little satisfactory 


father would treat an obstinate child: he does not 


tion in his hand, repeats, “if you do not do this 
sir, you shall be flogged.” But let us proceed to the 
second point of misunderstanding, namely, “that the 
United States should undertake to force France to 
receive into her harbors, British manufactures.” 
This also Mr. Foster begs permission to declare is 
an interpretation of his meaning not warranied b 

his language. Either the president and secretary 
of state (for both of them have thus construed the 
minister’s letters) have purposely intended to de. 
ceive the people of the United States, or they have 
drawn the only inference fairly deducible from the 


premises. Let us examine the grounds of their 
opinion. _ Great. Britain affects to deny that the 


president had a right to consider the Berlin and 
Milan decrees as .revoked,-and under that presump- 
tion, she continues to pursue what she calls retalia. 
tory measures against France, or in other words, 
her ships of war continue to capture every Ameri. 
can vessel bound to or from the ports of France ~ 
The United States, on the contrary, maintain that 
these decrees have been repealed, or that they have 
at leasi, been so far modified, as no longer to cperate 
against their neutral commerce. Now as the ope- 
rations of those decrees could be no fariher a sub. 
ject of complaint by us, than as they immediately 
inierfered with our neutral rigits; and as we could 
have no possible claim to urge their revocation 
with respect to oiher nations, or so far as they 
formed a part of the mun.cipal regulations of 
France; we were certainly bound to consider such 
modification as conforming to the provisions of the 
act of congress of May 1, 1810, and consequentiy as 
calling for the proclamation of the president, which 
renewed the intercourse between the country so 
modifving its edicts and the United States. “The 
violations of neutral commerce alluded to in tbis 
act, Were such as were committed on the high sexs. 
It was in the trade between the United States and 
the British dominions, that France had violated 
ihe rights of the United States by her blockading 


your eommunications are, as yet aband:n all hopes; edicts. Tt was with the trade of France and her al- 


that even before the congress meet, a new view May 
be tz:ken of the subject by the president, which will 
lead to amore happy result.” Can any language 
convey an acknowledgment, that such a demand had 
been made, more unequivocally than the following? 
In his letter of October 22nd,} “TI beg you will per- 
mit me to make some remarks in reply to your letier 
of October Ist, being extremely anxious to do away 
the impression which you seem to have received, 
relative to the demand I had made for a repeal of the ' 
non-importation act of the present year—however you 
view the demand made on the pari of Great Britain, 
I can safely say, that it was made in consequence 
of its appearing,” &e. &e. &e. It was indeed 
hardly to be expected that the representative of 
a nation renowned for its honor, would, in two 


lies, that Great Britain had committed sim:tar 
violations, by similar edicts. It was the revoc: tion 
of those edicts which the United States had in 
v.ew, when they passed the law of May 1, 1810.°— 
Yet Great Britain complains that we have violated 


our neutraliiy by enforcing the provisions oi this 


act against her; and theretore tre:ts us upen the 
high seas as her enemies, and the allies oi France, 
and promises to continue this war upon our com- 
merce, until France shall have repealed her decrees 
in toto. Those decrees, it will be :ecoilected, con- 
tain provisions with which we, as a neutral nation, 
have no pretensions to intermeddle. All that we 
had aright to ask, ali that was contemplated in the 
provisions of the act has been done on the part of 
France; and notwithstanding, Mr. Foster tells us 
that “not until the French decrees shell be efectu- 





months, “nay, not so much,” after having penned 
the preceding paragraph, have had the shameless 
efirontery to declare that he had made no such demand. | 
—He only meant to say that his royal master would | 
retaliate upon us if we refused to admit his vessels 
into our ports. He could not think of condexcend- 
ing to ask us for a repeal of our law, but he would 
frighten us into the measure by threatening us with| 
the wrath of his offended master; as an angry 


See Weekly Register, p. 155. 
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Ib. p. 180. 
fib. p. 184 





ib. p. 158. al 


ally repealed, and thereby neutral commerce res- 
tured to the situation in which it stood previous/y to 
their promulgation, can his reyal highness conceis¢ 
himseli justified, consistently with what he owes 
to the safety und honor of Great Britain, m forezo- 
ing the just measures of retaliation, which 113 
mlujesty, in his defence, was necessitated to adopt 
against them.7” Now, previously to the promul- 
gation of those edicts, the manufactures of Grea" 
Britain and the productions of her soil, when own- 








* Weekly Regis.er, p. 160. 
¢ Ib. p. 139. 


say, “go and do this,” but with the rod of correc... 
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ed by neutrals, were admitted into the ports of 
France and her ‘allies.+ But France determined 
to adopt every means which could tend to the des- 
truction of her ancient enemy, refuses to furnish 
her any longer with a market for her manufactures 
or productions. This determination, however, it 
may abridge the trade of neutrals, is nevertheless 
a municipal regulation, with which they have no 
natural or legal right to imterfere. How then 
stands the case between Mr. Foster and the secreta- 
ry of state? ’Tis true he has not in direct terms 
said to Mr. Monroe “demand of the emperor Na- 
poleon permission to carry our productions and 
manufactures into her ports, and we will suffer 
your vessels to pass and repass unmolested, because 
you will then be contributing to enrich us as well 
as vourselves.” No, this is not indeed the lan- 
guage of the minister; but he has ssid unless you 
exact from France the restoration of neutral com- 
merce to the situation in which it stood previously 
to the promulgation oi ler restrictive decrees, 
(namely, to that situation which permitted the in- 
troduction of Briush productions and manufactures 
into the extensive markets of the French empire) 
the orders in council shail remain in force, his royal 
highness will persist in his measures of retaliation, 
he will aim a blow at the Corsican which must 
pierce you before it can reach him. We ask, in 
the name of common sense, where is the difference 
between these two propositions? We confess our 
ignorance of any: indeed we cannot avoid consi- 
dering the correspondence throughout a tissue of 
mean prevarication, to say no more. Almost every 
second letter is an attempt to do away the impression 
naturally, and fairly flowing out of the first. Is 
this the effect of imbecility in the minister, or is it 
a concerted scheme to trifle with the already ex- 
hausted paiience of the nation? 

We would follow Mr. Foster through many 
more of his turnings and doublings; but this article 
is already extended to a much greater length than 
we intended; we trust we have succeeded in prov- 
ing that the import of Mr. Fosier’s letters has not 
been misunderstood in either of the cases adduced; 
and chat ihe pretensions, setup by Great Briiain as 
necessary preliminaries to her reveal of the orders 
in council, are Wholly inadmissibie by the United 
States. | | 

rere CFS EES 


Twelfth Congress. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Friday, January 31.—Mr. Bacon from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported a bill for the 
support of the military establishment of the United 
states for the year 1812. Read twice and referred 
to a commitiee of the whole iiouse. 

Mr. Bacon from the same committee, reported a 
bili making appropriations for an additional muali- 
tary force—vead twice and referred as above. 

The house took up the order of the day, the bil! 
for classing the militia. 

Mr. Mitchell’s motion to strike out the first sec- 
tion still before the house. The question was taken, 
Without further debate, by ayes and noes, and were 
—vyeas 38, nays 64. 

Mr. Lacock moved to strike out the 8h section 
for the purpose of introducing: a new section. 

This motion produced a lone debate not unattend- 
ed with warmth; but was subsequentiy withdrawn | 

















+ President’s Message, Sth Nov. 


to thake way for an amendment, which Mr. L 
offered, to the 13th section, making ‘it optional 


distributing the arms. 

‘Mr. Nelson moved to recommit the bill to a com- 
mittee of the whole house, for the purpose of so 
modifying its provisions as to produce more @nani- 
re amongst the members of the house. Motion 
ost. : 

Question on Mr. Lacock’s amendment recurred, 
and was decided in the negative—Yeas 48, nays 67. 

Various amendments cf minor importance were 
made to the bill, and on the question, “shall the 
bill be engrossed and read a third time?” ge? 

Mr. Nelson spoke at length against it. Messrs. 
Bigelow, Gholson and Troup, also assigned their 
reasons for voiing against the bill, and the house 
adjourned without taking the question. 

Saturday, February 1.—Mr. Bigelow ftom the 
committee appointed to wait on the president with 
his resolution, passed some days since, reported 
that the committee had performed the same, and 
that the president had informed the commitiee, that 
the subject should receive due attention. 

The house then took up the bill for the classifica- 
tion and arming of the militia. ca 
Mr. Widgery moved an indefinite postponement 
of the bill—Motion lost, 48 to 53. . 

Mr. Condit moved a reduction of the annual 
appropriation, from §% 400,000 to $ 260,000— 
Carried. : 

On motion of Mr. Tallmage, it was ordered that 
the bill lie on the table, when, 

The bill reported by the committee of ways and 
means, for defraying the expenses of the civil list 
for the year 1812 was gone into. 

Tuesday February 4.—Mr. Rhea presented a re- 
solution of the legislature of Tennessee, requesting 
the assistance of the general government in openmg 
a road between Augusta, in Georgia, and ‘Tennessee. 
Referred to the secretary of war. | 

Mr. Bacon, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill to repeal the 10th section of 
the act incorporating the Bank of the United States,’ 
which was twice read and committed. ['This sec- 
tion provides that the notes of the United States’ 
Bank shall be receivable in all payments to the 
Untied States. } , ? 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, containing a state- 
ment of imports during the last year. . . 

Also an account of the tonnage of the United 


| States, in conformity with a resolution of the house. 


Also a letter from the secretary of the navy, with 
an account of the pay and rations of the several 
officers employed in the navy of the United States, 
which were ordered to be printed. 

The house resumed the: consideration of the bill 


‘for classing and arming the militia of the United 


States. * The question was on the bill’s going toa 
third reading. Messrs. Bigelow, Moseley, Rhea, and 
Sturges spoke against the bill’s -being engrossed; 
and the latter gentleman concluded his observations, 
by a motion to recommit the bill. 

Messrs. Harper, Potter, Rhea, Gholson and 


but not of clasing thé militia. 

Messrs. Williams, Macon and Wright (members 
of the committee who reported the bill,) opposed 
the motion to re-commit the bill. They wished the 
sense of the house to be taken upon it, without 
further loss of time; but if the house decided in 





favor of re-cominitment, th. y hoped ihe bili would 


with the state legislatures to direct the mode of 


Widgery expressed themseives in favor of arming,‘ 
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not be sent back to them, as they had reported such 
@ bill as they approved; and if it were to be new 
modelled, they wished it to eo to those gentlemen 
who had expressed so much dissatisfaction with it, 
enough they believed but few of them wauld vote 
for it in any sh 


ape. 
- The motion tor re-commitment was lost. 


The question was then taken upon the engross- 


ment of the bill, and carried 62 to 59. 

On motion of Mr. D. R. Williams, the house 
resolved itself into a commitiee of the whole, Mr. 
Calhoun in the chair, on the bill supplemental to an 
act for raising, for a limited time, a military force. 

‘Mr. Williams explained the object of this bill to 
be to provide for mounting a regiment of horse artil- 
lery, directed to be raised by a law of 1808. The 
bill was reported without amendment, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cheves, the house went into a 
committee of the whole, Mr. Widgery in the chair, 
en the bill making further appropriation for the de- 
fence of our maritime frontiers. 

The blank in the bill for the appropriation, was 
filled with a million of dollars. The house concur- 
red in the amendment, ahd the bill was ordered to a 
third reading. 

Wednesday, Feb, 5—The speaker laid before the 
house ceatain resolutions of the legislature of Ken- 
tucky, expressive of their approbation of the course 
of policy pursued by the general government, and 
pledeing their most cordial support. 


A bill from the senate to promote the progress of 


science and useful arts, was twice read and referred 
to.a select committee. 

The bill for classing and arming the militia was 
read the third time; and the question being taken 
on the passuge of the bill, it was negatived, 58 votes 
to. 55. [The veas and nays im our next.] 

The bill supplementary to «n act to raise, fora 
Kmited time, an additional military force, passed 
the 12th of April, 1808; was read the third time and 

sed. 

The bill making a further appropriation for the 
defence of our maritime frontier, was read the third 
time; and on the question “shall the bill pass its 
third reading?” 

Mr. B. Hall called the yeas and nays upon the 
question, [and stated his objections.} 

Ii was defended by Messrs. Cheves, Mitchell, 
Talmadge, Potter, Wright, Sheffey, and Widgery, 
who stated that the appropriation was called for by 


the proper authority: that New-York and Rhode-! 


Island had been mentioned by the secretary of war 
as requiring a part of the expenditure, but that the 
appropriation was intended to be left at large, to be 
used. as the president of the United States might 
think proper, and according to existing circum- 
stances; that it was impossible at this time, to fore- 
see what might be necessary in this respect; and 
that the president, who is entrusted with the use of 
the military force of the country, might very weil 
he entrusted with the expenditure of this money, 
or any part of it, on such fortifications as he might 
deem it necessary to erect or repair. : 

The question on the passage of the bill was car- 
ried, 88 to 25. 

The unfinished business being postponed, 

On motion of Mr. Bacon, the house went into a 
committee of the whole, Mr. Stanford in the chair, 
on the bill making appropriations for the military 
establishment of the U. States for the year 1812; the 
bill making appropriations Yor six companies of 


making appropriations for the su of an. addj.- 
tonal military force, for the cn nae The 
commattee having filled up the blanks in the several} 
bilis, they were reported to the house. The house 
took them up, concurred with the committee in the 
amendment, and ordered the bills to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Bacon, the house again resoly. 
ed itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. Nel. 
son in the chair, on the bill making appropriations 
for the support of the navy for the year 1812.. The 
committee having gone through the bill, reported 
yt to the house with amendments. The house con. 
sidered the amendments, agreed to them, and or. 
dered the bill to a third reading on to-morrow. 

Thursday, Feb, 6—Mr. Williams reported a bil] 
authorizing adetachment of 100,000 militia, and 
appropriating one million of dollars for the purpose, 

Some minor business was done, to be noticed 


hereafter. 
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The Chronicle. 


We have accounts from France to the 22d of 
December, but no news of importance. Our imin- 
ister, Mr. Barlow, appears to be very respectfully 
treated. Flour and rice are in demand, the crops 
having been short. The Prussian army is reduced 
:to a peace establishment. Hostilities between the 
| Russians and Turks have for a lorig time been sus. 

pended; but now likely to be renewed. Public 
'opinion, as far as could be ascertained in France, 
was favorable to America. 

Extracts from Zoendon papers to the 18th of De- 
;cember are before us—The Spanish general Bloke 
‘acknowledges that he lost 4,000 men in the batie 
near Saguntum; he had retired under the walls of 
Valentia, which city it was believed at Cadiz, 
\would be taken by the French. Blake is accused 
‘of treason. Hostilities were expected to commence 
:in Sicily between the Sicilians and the British, and 











1 
the latter appear to calculate upon driving the “v- 
gitimate sovereign” of the island to Sardinia’ 

A long article in the London Courier notices the 
president’s message, and insists on those conditions 
being fulfilled which Mr. Foster, 4y explanation, 
says he did notexpect. The affair of the President 
and Litile Beit is also spoken ot—the editor proposes 
to settle the affair by sending out a frigate to attack 
the first American frigate she can meet with. ‘To 
this we, with equal confidence and consequence, 
say but one word—acREED. 

‘The United States’ frigate Constitution, captain 
Hull, sailed from Cowes for France, December 21. 

The king of England was as well as per last 
advices. 

The orders in council were still in foree. 

American flour is stated to command a price 
equal to twenty dollars a barre} in England. 

Price of stocks, December 18.—S per cent. cons. 
for op. 64. 1-8 1-4, 3 per cenit. 62 3-4 7-8, 4 per cent. 
78 3-8 1-2. 

The British have captured Batavia, the famous 
scat of the Dutch power in the East. Details here 
after. F 


ee 


(C7 By the aid of a gupplement, we present our 
readers with a plentiful repast of original and se- 
lected matter. As we have given a general credit to 
the Vational Intelligencer, for congressional articles, 
it is just to observe, that Mr, .?2derson’s speech as 





mountuin rangers, for the year 1812; and th: bill 


copied from the American. 
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